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“Do not come any closer,” God said.  “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy 

ground.” Exodus 3:5 
 
This summer in Staff FLASH (Faith, Learning, and Sharing) we read through the story of Moses and the 
Exodus.  Through the dangers of birth, the river, discovery of identity, exile, hearing God’s voice, 
learning to use his voice, and leading the liberated Hebrew people, Moses walked through a landscape 
of uncertainty and challenge.  But God’s presence was always close, through the care of brave women, 
the burning bush, the love of a brother, pillars of clouds and fire, and covenant-giving.  Holy ground is 
found, God’s provision is shown through manna and quail, community is built through shared trial and 
liberation.   
 
The sweeping story of the Exodus grounded our summer.  We were able to reflect on large social issues 
such as the pandemic, residential schools, LGBTQI inclusion, and racial justice.  We were also able to 
consider our personal spiritual lives through discussions of ritual and holy ground as well as music and 
journaling.  Images from Exodus will illustrate this past year at Camp Kintail.   
 
Trials & Tribulations 
There is no doubt that 2021 was another challenging year.  The pandemic continued to prompt 
necessary lockdowns and limits to gathering.  This meant that Camp Kintail did not offer programming 
from December 2020 until June 2021.  While this might sound unremarkable for a summer camp, it is 
important to remember that Camp Kintail is now a year-round facility with programs and rentals 
throughout the year.  To this point, we have not been able to host any school programming since the 
pandemic began, which normally provides a significant portion of our spring and fall work and income.   
 
The Camp Board once again made the difficult decision to not run overnight summer camp.  While we 
were grateful for the retreats and day camps we were able to run, all of us missed the overnight camps 
that have always been at the heart of Kintail’s ministry.  Kintail on the Road was also cancelled for a 
second year. 
 
Just as the summer was winding down, a tornado occurred just a couple of kilometers from the camp.  
There was significant damage at several of our neighbours’ farms , but we were fortunate that all of our 
staff and our buildings were safe.  We were without power for over 48 hours and well over 150 trees 
were down or damaged (this number keeps growing as we find more!).  The staff have been busy 
cutting, splitting, and mulching wood in order to clean up the site for our guests and groups.  We will be 
fundraising to purchase a generator for MacDonald Lodge in case of future power outages.  
 
Holy Ground 
Camp Kintail remained holy ground for the many families, guests, and day campers that were able to 
take part in a summer program.  The sheer relief from parents and the delight of campers was palpable 
after a year and a half of the pandemic.  We welcomed day campers for seven weeks of the summer.  A 
Week/End Away retreats took place throughout June, July, August, and September.  We were able to 
host Sunday Night Dinners, welcoming Kintail’s neighbours and friends.  We are anticipating rentals, 
weddings, and retreats this fall and winter for fully vaccinated guests.   
 
Throughout the months of lockdown and into the summer, we have been able to continue to work on 
improvements to the site to welcome guests safely.  An extended covered eating area in front of 



MacDonald Lodge meant every meal this summer took place outdoors.  The new hiking trail around the 
site was enjoyed by campers and guests.  Improved beach access through excavation, laying a stone 
path, beach accessibility mats, and a beach floatation wheelchair will help us welcome everyone to the 
beach.  This project was possible due to the generosity of the estate of Andrew Church, the Special 
Projects Fund from Canadian Ministries, and the Cooke’s Trust Fund.   
 
Moses & Aaron 
Moses was a reluctant leader of the Exodus.  Aaron was his support.  When Moses got overwhelmed, 
Jethro helped him see a new path.  This pandemic has been a challenging time for all those in 
leadership, including church leadership.  Leaders have had to shift, pivot, and create during this 
pandemic.  This is no different at Camp Kintail.  While we have worked hard to meet the moment, all of 
us in leadership at Camp Kintail are feeling the strain.  Unexpectedly, this past year was much more 
stressful than the first year of the pandemic, and in fact, the most stressful of 14 years of directorship.  
We are grateful for the Camp Board and Synod Executive for their support, and the encouragement we 
have received throughout this last year.   
 
God’s Provision 
The Camp Kintail Report to Synod last year indicated that it was possible Kintail could end the year with 
a $300,000 deficit, despite cost-cutting and cost-savings.  Thanks be to God, the generosity of 
Presbyterians, and the continued wage subsidy, this did not become a reality.  We received manna and 
quail when it was most needed! 
 
The wage subsidy has allowed us to continue to employ the year-round staff and they in turn have been 
able to provide ministry to the Synod.  This wage subsidy has been extended multiple times and is now 
due to be complete in October.  Individual Presbyterians, Camp Kintail alumni, congregations, women’s 
groups, and presbyteries have been incredibly generous.  One large anonymous gift ($250,000) allowed 
the camp to continue to operate through the winter.  There is still $80,000 owing on the Nest and 
$60,000 owing to the government to pay back a COVID emergency loan.  Through the programs we can 
run, the remaining subsidies, and your generous support, we hope to end 2021 in the black.   
 
Community 
The experience of the exodus and covenant at Sinai drew the people together to form a new and strong 
community.  Camp Kintail has been blessed to see the ties that connect us become even more evident 
through the pandemic.  Campfires and picnic tables became places of friendship and laughter.  The 
(surprisingly warm!) water of the lake provided solace.  Chapel services brought energy and reflection.  
And we were able to do this together in community!  Praise God!   
 
We were so grateful to have a team of 30 summer staff this year.  Staff worked one, two, or all three-
week staff sessions.  They were a faithful, committed group of young adults that did tremendous work 
despite the restrictions.  What a gift it was when we were able to sing together in chapel and FLASH for 
the first time in two years!   
 
Promised Land? 
We wish the promised land of a COVID-free world was upon us, but we are likely to be in the wilderness 
for some time yet.  It is our sincere prayer that we will be able to offer overnight summer camp next 
year once children are able to be vaccinated.  We will continue to follow direction from the Ministry of 
Health and on-going conversations in the Ontario Camps Association.  While some retreats have 
returned, we will be waiting until we offer retreats with mixed household accommodations.   



 
The disruption of staff and leadership training means that it will take several years for our staffing 
numbers to return to what we need to run our “full programs.”  This means that Kintail on the Road will 
not return in 2022, as we will need time to train and develop staff members before they can head out 
from camp to run programs.  Our summer camp and day camp numbers will also be reduced, to ensure 
the quality of the programs.   
 
God’s Presence 
Even during difficulty, God’s presence was deeply felt by all at Kintail.  Through the dark nights and 
challenging days, God was present and active.  As one of my favorite accounts on twitter states every 
day, this will not last forever and we are not alone.   


